
The A.O.C.S. and the Protective Coating Industrg 

T 
HE CHEMISTS in the protective coating indus t ry  have b road  interests in f a t t y  oils, their  derivatives, 
and related products,  and these interests are met by the present scope of the American Oil Chem- 
ists '  Society. This happy  union has taken place in recent years f rom two well-separated beginnings. 

The Society was organized in 1910 as the Society of Cotton Products  Analysts.  Although it expanded its 
scope and changed its name in 1920 to the Amer ican  Oil Chemists '  Society, its 
members were interested mainly  in the non-drying oils. On the other hand, the 
protective coating chemists, at the t ime the Society was being founded, were 
concerned only with the drying oils. About  1930 the interests of the chemists 
in the " d r y i n g "  and the " n o n - d r y i n g "  fields began to overlap. Soybean oil 
found wide use as an edible oil and at the same t ime entered into resins, vat'- 
nishes, and paints.  Analyt ical  methods, the chemistry of oxidation, fa t ty  oil 
composition, methods of refining, product ion of oil, etc., are subjects of in- 
terest to the f a t t y  oil chemists whether  they specialize in soap-making, edible 
oil refining, or pa in t  manufacture .  In  recent years  many  protective coating 
chemists have joined the Society to meet with their  fellow chemists having sim- 
ilar interests. Besides ar ranging technical meetings, the A.O.C.S. renders 
numerous services to those in the protective coating industry.  

A glance through recent issues of' this Jou rna l  will indicate many  diverse 
subjects direct ly related to protective coating technology. For  example, in 
this yea r ' s  Apri l  issue several papers  were published from the 1954 Minne- 
apolis convention panel  on drying oils. Among others that  have appeared this 
year  are papers  on the evaluation of paints,  tung oil, oxidation studies, new 
varnish preparat ion,  and analytical  studies on drying oils. The abstracts that  

D. S. Bolley appear  each month are par t icu lar ly  useful in keeping up with the literature. 
There is a separate section for the dry ing  oils. The annual  review of the litera- 

ture on fats, oils, and detergents  is both useful  as a cheek list to catch missed articles of possible interest 
as well as a convenient year ly  summary  by class of subjects. 

Like m a n y  other industr ies  the formulat ion and manufac tu re  of protective coatings is not only 
becoming more eonlplieated but  is also becoming more of a science and less of an art. On both counts a 
larger number  and more accurate analysis of the ingredients, intermediate compositions, and final prod- 
ucts are necessary. F rom the s tar t  one of the major  functions of the Society has been the improvement  
of existing and the derivat ion of new analytical  methods for  the f a t ty  oils and related materials. The 
methods are studied through the efforts of various committees. Of par t icular  interest to protective coat- 
ings chemists is the work of the Fa t  Analysis  Committee, which is composed of more than  60 members 
and has about 20 subcommittees. As an indication of increasing interest in the drying oils, a special 
subcommittee was formed several years ago to s tudy their analysis. Other subcommittees of interest are 
those on color, unsaponifiable matter ,  moisture, f a t ty  acids, and  iodine value. The Uniform Method Com- 
mittee makes sure the nlethods are wri t ten up in a logical and understandable  manner.  The combined 
effort has resulted in the publication of the "Official and Tentat ive Methods of the American Oil Chem- 
ists '  Socie ty ,"  a large collection which has received world-wide acceptance. 

Even though methods are careful ly worked out and published, analysts  in different laboratories 
often obtain different results on the same material .  The var ia t ion sometimes increases by a dr i f t ing 
process to a point  where confusion and misunders tanding might  occur. To help reduce these variations 
the Smalley Committee was founded 37 years  ago. Check samples of various kinds are dis tr ibuted to 
the interested laboratories for  analysis. The results are tabulated,  and each collaborator readily learns 
how his analytical  tools are functioning. The drying oils group joined this scheme by the formation 
of a special subcommittee about eight years ago. Recently several years elapsed while the subcommittee 
was in a dormant  state for  lack of a chairman, but  now it has been reactivated. 

Seven year ly  Short  Courses have been sponsored by the A.O.C.S. These are held for a one-week period 
in the summer  and consist of a series of lectures on one topic by  highly experienced men. Of par t icular  
interest are the lectures of the 1950 Short  Course on Dry ing  Oils sponsored joint ly  by the A.O.C.S. and 
the Federat ion of Pain t  and Varnish Product ion Clubs. These appeared in this Journa l  for  November 
1950 and also were reprinted.  A wealth of information is given on the chemistry of d ry ing  oils, their 
refining, processing, and utilization. Last  year  inedible fa ts  and f a t t y  acids were treated,  and this 
year  the subject was analyt ical  techniques. Actual ly  all of the short courses have direct or indirect 
applicat ion to protective coatings. 

An a t t empt  has been made to show the m a n y  ways in which the A.O.C.S. renders service to the 
protective coating industry.  Tha t  this service is appreciated is indicated by the m a n y  members  who 
are connected with this field. 

DON S. BOLLEY 
Baker  Castor Oil Company 
Bayonne, N. J.  
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Specify ANDERSON 
Equipment to Give You That 
T O U C H D O W N  
COMBINATION:. 
Leading American mi l l e r s  are loca l i z ing  
their equipment  requirements with Ander- 
son. They  know that from this one source 
they can buy whatever they need.. ,  machines 
and processes that produce greater profits, 
are more efficient and m o re  d u r a b l e  than  
any o t h e r  make.  T h e y  real ize,  too, tha t  
Anderson mach ines  and processes  have  a 
sound background of practical experience 
and laboratory testing . . . responsible for 
such industry firsts as High Capacity Expel- 
lers, Disolex, and Exsolex. Be sure your oil 
milling equipment  is the most profitable, 
and of the best q u a l i t y . . ,  geared for touch- 
down performance. Check with Anderson 
on p roces s ing  e q u i p m e n t  for  your  mil l ,  
large or small. 
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